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ROAD BUILDERS CONVENTION 


The 32nd Annual Convention and Highway Exhibit of the 
American Road Builders' Association was held in Washington from 
January 22 to 25. A number of Institute members were present 
at the City Officials’ session on Wednesday morning, at which 
were presented several interesting papers. 


Mr. John Nolan, Director of Planning, National Park and 
Planning Commission, Vashington, De C., spoke on “The Value of 
a Highway Plan and Program to a Municipality." In this paper 
he described the growth of Washington with reference to its 
original plan and indicated the manner in which the various 
types of traffic are accommodated. Only strict adherence to 
this plan, he said, has made possible the successful handling 
cf vehiculer traffic in Washington, where now there is one 
vehicle for every 2e€ personse 


"Designing Urban District Recovery to Fit the Traffio 
Complex," was the title of a lengthy paper by J. Rowlend:Bibbins, 
Consulting Engineer, Washington, De Ce, which he abstracted at 
this meetinge His opinion, based on a vast amount of factual 
information, is that traffic engineers must adopt a new outlook 
on street and highway transportation. Rather than providing 
facilities to move existing traffic, the engineers of the future 
must consider the movement of goods and people as a transporta- 
tion industry and design all their facilities with this in mind. 
One important item now generally overlooked is the provision of 
off-street housing or storage for transportation equipment when 
not in usée 


The Assistant Director of Traffic of Washington, Me Oe 
Eldridge, presented a detailed analysis of pedestrian movement 
in a paper entitled, "Should Pedestrian Traffic be Regulated?” 
The increased number of accidents in the District of Columbia, 
which in 1934 resulted in the deaths of 95 pedestrians in a 
total of 135 fatal accidents, points conclusively to concentra- 
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tion on the pedestrian factor in a solution of the probleme 

Since but a small percentage of these fatalities were pedes- 
trians properly crossing the streets at signalized intersections, 
further regulation and stricter enforcement of pedestrian control 
appears to be the logical procedure. 


Digests of these papers will appear in an early issue of 
TRAFFIC DIGEST. 


HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SURVEY OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY 


The Highway Traffic Survey of the County of Los Angeles, 
the report of which is reviewed in TRAFFIC DIGEST, January 1935, 
Item 227, was conducted under the general supervision of William 
Je Fox, Chief Engineer, The Regional Planning Commission. In 


Mr. Fox's letter transmitting the report to the Commission, he 
states: 


"Particular credit is due Mre Charles D. Clark, 
who was made responsible for the assignment of per- 
sonnel, for the conduct of the field work as a whole, 
for devising forms and permanent records, and for 
the compilation of the findingse Others of the staff 
assisted him in this and in the preparation of the 
maps and diagrams for publication." 


Mr. Clark is Sub-Division Engineer of the Regional 
Planning Commission and an Associate Member of the Institute. 


ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS 


At a meeting of the Board of Direction held in Washington, 


De Co, December 6, 1934, the following were elected to member- 
ship: 


Members 


John Te. Gibala, Assistant Engineer, Police Department, 
New York, New York 


Otto Ke Jelinek, Traffic Engineer, Chicago Park District, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Associate Members 


Ae Be Horwitz, City Planning Engineer, City Planning 
Commission, Duluth, Minnesota 


Ralph As Reid, Designing Engineer, General Electric 
Company, Lynn, Massachusetts 
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Nathan Avins, Inspector of Light and Power, Traffic 
Engineering Bureau, Police Department, 
New York, New York 


Junior Member 


Eugene Cherry, Traffic Inspector, Los Angeles County 
Road Department, Los Angeles, 
California 


UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL MANUAL NOW AVAILABLE 


The "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets 
and Highways" has recently been published in its final form by 
the Bureau of Public Roadse This manual is approved as a code 
of standard practice by the American Association of State Highway 
Officials and by the Fourth National Conference on Street and 
Highway Safety, and approved and adopted for all projects con- 
structed with Public Works highway fundse Practically all types 
of signs, signals, and markers are considered in the four sec- 
tions headed: 1. Signs, 2e Markers, 3. Signals, and 4. 
Islendse In each section is considered not only the detail of 
the control device with respect to its size, shape, color, legend, 
and installation specifications, but also the conditions war- 
ranting its usee Numerous cuts show detailed drawings of various 
types of signs and signals, and the appendices contain the stand- 
ard specifications approved for the various materials used 
therein. Copies of the manual may be obtained from the Bureau 

of Public Roadse 


NEW SIGNAL INDICATIONS IN USE IN WASHINGTON 


For more than a year the Department of Vehicles and 
Traffic of the District of Columbia has successfully operated a 
three-phase signal in a two-phase progressive system. This sig- 
nal requires a special timer which is brought into step with the 
other signals at the end of each third interval, by the master 
controller of the systeme This signal, operating at 13th Street 
and Pennsylvania Ayenue, holds westbound traffic on the Avenue 
while eastbound traffic continues to flow, thus permitting a 
large volume of eastbound left-turn traffic to move without 
interruption into 13th Street. The same plan has recently been 
applied to the intersection of 15th Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue to facilitate street car turninge Here again the three- 
phase movement is used, one interval permitting traffic to flow 
on Pennsylvania Avenue, the second permitting traffic to move 
north on 15th Street, and the third interval permitting street 
ears only to turn from Pennsylvania Avenue north into 15th Street 
while at the same time traffic flows south on 15th Street. 


| 
i 
ONS, 
> 
35 
Lam 
4 


The special street car interval is noteworthy because of 
its accompanying signal indication wherein two red lights, one 
below the other, appear simultaneouslye While this indication 
is unusual, no confusion has been noted after the first few days 
of operation. The street car movement has been speeded up per= 
ceptibly, and by eliminating the conflict between street cars 
and motor vehicles, the third phase has not increased the delay 
to motorists. A similar installation is operating very success- 
fuily at 17th and H Streets. 


TRAFFIC ENGINEERING EDUCATION 


The enclosed pamphlet "TRAFFIC ENGINEERING EDUCATION" is 
a somewhat revised summary of three years' work by the Committee 
on Professional Curriculum under the chairmanship of Professor 
Roger Le Morrison. 


A copy of this pamphlet is being sent to all engineering 
colleges in this country and to universities which give engi- 
neering coursese It is hoped that it will do much to promote a 
wider interest among technical schools in traffic engineering. 
Accompanying the pamphlet will be a notice stressing the impor- 
tance of specific undergraduate education in this special engi- 
neering field, and of the need for courses not usually included 


in the engineering curriculum 


Our membership can do much to assist in this important 
worke You are urged to discuss the pamphlet with your acquaint- 
ances among engineering school faculties and to send to Secretary 
Simpson any suggestions which may result from such discussionse 
It might prove worth while to discuss this subject with the 
president of the engineers' club in your locality, who might be 
in a position to interest engineering schooi officials in the 
ideas 
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